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Fall Drama Prespects 


In Any Language-Cert, 10/8/52. Jule Styne and Geerge Abbett present new cemedy by 
Edmund Belein end Henry Garsen, starring Uta Hagen. Raeul Pene du Beis will design set- 
tings and cestumes. Tryeuts listed fer New Haven and Besten. 


Summer Tryeuts 


A Night at Mme.Tussaud's, Edwin Justus Mayer's moledrama starring Miriam Hepkins 
and Peter Lerre, started its pre-Breadway teur at Nerwich, Cenn. Rice, Pest, theught 
Lorre sheuld receive star billing because he saves what might be a tedieus evening. 
But while Lerre is enstage, it becemes one ef geed fun and a merry remp threugh dis- 
ledged headse Drama editer agrees with Vern, Variety, that script needs much revisien 
before Broadway try...Théeatre Guild urged te bring Seagulls Over Serrente, new play by 
Hugh Hastings which was a.hit in Lenden, te Breadway early in the seasen by Bene, 
Variety. Preductien viewed at Westpert, Conn, is a mederately interesting Naval stery. 
Jellyana, new versien ef Flaheeley which features Bebby Clark, Mitzi Gayner and Jehn 
Beal, debuted at Curran, San Francisce. Edwin Lester preductien received "A" fer ef- 
fort frem Ted, Variety, but critic deubted if shew deserved a second Breadway chance. 
Clark particularly is handicapped by lack of material. While Larsen, Wall Street Jeur- 
nal, theught with diligent cutting, plus mere cemedy, it was worth a New Yerk try. 


Strawhat Visits 


Hectic 24 heur a day werk schedule of Denald Welin and Hareld Schiff, whe are 
finishing their secend successful year as operaters ef Theatre-by-the-Sea at Matunick, 
RI, detailed te Morehouse, Werld Telegram & Sun. Actually they run a cembinatien inn, 
bar, restaurant, night club and theatre. Sunday nights silent mevies are shew. Pre- 
ducers never raise their curtain after an intermissien util bar is cleared. They hepe 
te operate the theatre as a tryeut house fer Breadway plays...Kenneth Banghart, NBC ra- 
die announcer, cemmutes week ends te his Olney, Md, theatre, Rice, Pest, reperts. Cem- 
pany and preducer's courageous actien in centinuing musical by greup!s late manager, 
Cemin' Thru the Rye by Warren P. Munsell, Jr. praised by Rice. Recent preductien ef 
JoboPriestley's Dangereus Cemer, starring Faye Emerson highly rated by drama editer 
whe applauded star fer net riding en her reputation. 


New Theatre Bill Debated 


Feur pre editerials, ene cen editerial and a pair ef buck passing epen letters 
added te scere ef Heward Cullman's attempt te get a new theatre building law passed in 
NYCo Herald Tribune, Jeurnal American and WT&S editerials cengratulated Bernard Gimbel 
president ef New Yerk Cenventien and Visiters' Bureau, suppert ef new theatre building 
cedee All heped City Ceuncil weuld be beeted inte actien. Pest editerial wendered if 
Breadway must threaten te meve te Shert Hills, NJ, befere Ceuncil acts. Fereman, Cen- 
pass, panned idea ef bars in theatre, suggesting theatre fans ge te plays te be educat- 
ed. City Ceuncilman Hugh Quinn blamed League ef NY Theatre head James Reilly fer fail- 
ing te discuss new bills, while Reilly said he never received the preper technical ad- 
vice. Reilly heped campaign weuld be resumed at time when building centrels were lift- 
ede Chapman, News, fears we are stuck with the present theatres fer several years te 
Come. 


1952 Kraus, 505 oth Ave NYC MU 2-0506 TV-Film-PR-Stage Surveys 


D - Daily W = Weekly M - Menthly B = Broadcast 
DT - NY Times DJC - Journal ef Cenmmerce WCM = Chr. Science Moniter 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DWJ - Wall Street Journal Wc - Cemmenweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Wemen's Wear WCU - Cue 

DM - NY Mirrer WB - Billbeard WN - Natien 

DC = NY Compass WV - Variety WNR - New Republic 

DP - NY Pest WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 

DJ - NY Jeurnal American. WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yerker 

DW - NY Werld Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Mereheuse WSR - Saturday Review 

DB - Breeklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonard Wr - Time 

DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shews are rated as to hew the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hitse “"Se-se" means the critic did net state directly if he recemmends the shew fer 
an entertaining er stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE KING AND 1-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE MALE AN IMAL-4/30/52 PROS: 27 NONE: WGN MP WNR 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC BL WNR WT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 25 CON: BL NONE: WNR 


NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WI WGN NONE: WN WNR 

A NIGHT IN VENICE-6/26/52 PROS: 20 CON: DC WSR NONE: WGN WNR BC WT MP 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNRWT 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE; WCM WN WWR WSR 

WISH YOU WERE HERE-6/25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC W BL 
CON: DT DH DM DP DJ DW DWJ WB WM WC WCU WNS WHY WsR WT 
NONE: DWW WCD WGN BC WCM WN WNR MP 


Theatre en Ice: Brigadeen will be presented in a cendensed versien in September 
11 "Ice Capades of 1953” at Wadisen Square Garden...Rebin Heed, current ice shew hit 
in Lenden, may be presented here by Diana Walker and Frank Senna...Chapman, News, sees 
enermeus pessibilities if these shews en ice skates preve successful. As a starter he 
imagines Ethan Freme dramatic sleigh ride with real hill, real tree and real deaths. 


Fellew the Girls tableid preductien recently shewn at Heliday, will teur night 
club circuit, and may be preduced as a film by Harry Delmar and Frank Sennes...RKO 
Theatre president Sel Schwartz in Eurepe beoking acts fer Palace...Martin & Lewis de- 
manding 70 percent ef gress fer NY vaudeville appearance, Wilsen, Pest, repeats... 
Americans due te appear at Lenden Palladium include Frankie Lane August 18, Beb Hepe 
September 1 and Les Paul and Mary Ferd September 15. 


Radie City Music Hall stage shew, playing with "Ivanhee" film rated as ene ef mest pre- 
mising in leng time by Smith, Billbeard...Trade reviewer enjeyed Reger King Mezian, 
Mescelyn Larkin and Rebert Calser, Chick Chester, Beb Williams. But he theught final 
Reckette number resulted in discerd. 


Cumulative NYC Ratings ' 
' Vaudeville ' 


' Green Room Department ' 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...If ANTA, in spite of its good purpeses, can't be made te werk, it 
should give its charter back te Cengress, suggests Chapman, News...Twe troubles 
with medern theatre, netes Geerge Jean Nathan, are fancy, uncemfertable medern 
theatre designers' netions and the dearth ef real ham acting...Les Angeles, in a 
repulsive way fer such a large city, succeeds in making theatre unimportant, re- 
perts Watts, Pest. 


LEARNING TO ACT...Theugh there is a great value in studying in a dramatic scheel, the 
training system compares unfavorably with ether prefessiens, Ralph Richardsen teld 
Lenden's Reyal Seciety ef Arts, “Amateur Stage" reperts. Unfortunately it is net 
the custem ef the most prominent players te go te teach, ner are students enceurag- 
ed te attend rehearsals ef prefessienal shows. Repertery is the perfect training, 
with the best results achieved if the yeung acter can play ene rele many times dur- 
ing his first year. 


COLUMN TIPS...Theatre peeple in Chicage wondering if rush ef enthusiasm and meney weuld 
net bring seme ef the best first run plays te the Windy City instead ef Breadway, 
hears Kilgallen...An invester in a hit musical will sue the preducer fer “mis- 
management," whispers Walker. 


MAIL BOX...-Slight chance ef Babes in Teyland revival fer next Christmas, Mereheuse, WI&S 
inferms reader...Theatre air conditiening systems "stink" a statienery engineer in- 
ferms Chapman, News. Perfume must be used te kill ill effects ef breathing recir- 
culated air...Only publicity stunts that seem te werk are heaxes, Samuel Steinman, 
press agent ef Paper Mill Playheuse, NY, writes Burr, Playbill. 


THEATRE FREEDOM...Ceming seasen will prove whether the stage is free ferum er net, cen- 
ments Watts, Pest. Because theatre isn't pepular, the publicity-seeking inquisi- 
ters haven't been toe much cencerned abeut it. Critic deubts if theatre will be 
as timoreus as TV and mevies in the face of a smear investigatien. 


INTERVIEW HI LITES...One hundred investers in Children ef Darkness will get same treat- 
ment as full-fledged angels frem preducers Heward Gettfried and Hareld Sebelman, 
Rice, Pest, learned. They hepe te bring mere peeple inte centact with the theatre 
by their investment...Sidney Kingsley werking en a new play due in December en a 
subject he is sure the Communists wen't like, he teld Mereheuse, WIsS. 


Tep Banana reepens September lst...Helly Harris subs for Vivienne Segal, Pal Jeey, 
during latter's twe week vacation...Kerr, Herald Tribune, speke at American Theatre 
Wing's “Sympesium ef the Current Theatre"..."Internatienal Theatre” first issue new due 
first week eof September...Diana Herbert spensering exhibit ef paintings, drawings, 
sculpture by theatre peeple at "Shew Shep"...Regent Park Players ef England will pre- 
sent shert seasen of Shakespeare next fall in US...Cempany ef Bali dancers and musicians 
will present limited engagement at Fulten starting September 16...St.Jehn Terrell's "Me- 
bile Music Circus" debuts at Dallas Fair Octeber 4th with Show Beat...Margo Jenes site 
hunting in San Francisce fer 1953 Theatre in Reund preject...Thernten Wilder read pas- 
sages frem his Our Tewn at Peterborough, NH, in ceremony henering Mrs. Edward MacDewell. 
Theodera Irvine, feunder and head of Irvine Studie of the Theatre, died...Geerge Bernard 
Shaw's heme, which he left te the British Gevernment as a show place, has failed te at- 
tract sufficient teurists te pay fer its upkeep...Rice, Pest, te vacatien in Eurepe dur- 
ing September...Belten, Morning Telegraph, injured in home accident...Gertrude Lawrence, 
The King and I, missed several days perfermance. due te peisen ivy injectiens, Censtance 
Carpenter subbing...Seuth Pacific passes $3 millien prefit mark...Rebert Whitehead re- 
signed as managing directer ef ANTA Play Series, but ANTA may preduce The Merchant ef 
Venice, starring Clarence Derwent. 


' Theatre News Reundup ' 


Any theatre preducer whe owns his own theatre can institute a theatre club pre- 
gram er a winter steck cempany at any time, William de Lys teld "Critical Digest" in an 
exclusive interview. The young preducer, who launches his unique Theatre de Lys Septem- 
ber 29th with Frankie and Jehnny, can find no explanation except laziness fer the rea- 
sen preducers haven't carried out such pregrams to keep their theatre eccupied threugh- 
eut the year. 


De Lys, who has been planning his ewn theatre for years, will have spent clese te 
$90,000 en the former Hudson Theatre en Christepher Street in Greenwich Village before 
epening night. Though his price schedule for his first ten play series isn't much lew- 
er than Breadway prices, the preducer believes his offerings will attract subscribers 
because of the special services aimed at cemfertable playgeing. Free checking ef hats 
and coats, free intermissien refreshments, comfortable seats, convenient aute parking 
are only a few ef the advantages listed. 


Because tickets are seld enly te subscribers, de Lys can refuse admissien te any- 
ene he deesn't want in his theatre. Already he has turned dewn fer membership a persen 
whe cemplained that his first year schedule didn't include any Shakespeare er Shaw. 

The preducer doubts if the persen with such a pre-conceived notion ef what he likes 
would enjey his plays. The reasen his schedule didn't include these classics is because 
he feels that as a starting greup, he ceuldn't give any mere than an adequate presenta- 
tien ef such plays. At seme later date when his theatre has develeped, he then hepes 
te present a fine preductien ef seme of the classics. At present he believes he can 
preduce plays ef a wider variety than the typical Breadway preducer can. 


Theugh he realizes the reasen Greenwich Village plays have thrived within the past 
year is because of the lew caliber ef Breadway preductiens, de Lys didn't plan te werk 
frem the Village when he started. He had merely considered an eption en the delapidat- 
ed mevie heuse, which had been built in 1913. But the news ef the optien breught mere 
than 50 queries. As a result he believes he can stimulate the interest expressed. Pre- 


metien and advertising have already breught memberships frem threugheut the ceuntry and 
areund the werld. 


Fellewing his ewn advice, de Lys will keep his theatre very busy. Active series 
in jazz, epera, cencert and lecture fields will get under way in Octeber. An ambitious 
children's theatre program alse will be instituted. Mere than 1500 theatre peeple will 
be empleyed during the year. Future plans call fer traveling "Pertable Theatre" preduc- 
tiens and a monthly stage picterial of pecket size called "Drama Digest." 


Guys and Dells jeins shows starting 7:00 P.M. Menday curtain September 8th... 
League of NY Theatres and Acters Equity contract talks stalled ever album recerding 
privileges...Stagehands Unien centract talks pestpened until December...Murray Hamilten 


THEATRE FANS DRAMA STUDENTS TEACHERS 
ACTORS ANGELS 


PRODUCERS LITTLE THEATRES LIBRARIES 


Perfect theatre gift 52 weeks a year is "Critical Digest." Cevers NY theatre re- 
views, news, tryeuts, plus digests ef fsmeus hits and exclusive reperts. $10 a year, 
three ene year subscriptions $25. Critical Digest, 505 5th Ave., New Yerk 17, New Yerk 


' Meet the Preducer - William de Lys ' . ; 
' Legit Stuff ' 
subs_fer_Barry_Nelsen, The Meon Js_Blue...Theatre_Guild_reading Oklghomg and Jane. _ _ 


